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Instructions for Authors
The American Society of Questioned Document Examiners (ASQDE) has the right of first refusal or publication of any paper presented at its meetings,  
unless prior permission is obtained from the Editor. ASQDE will provide peer review of articles and will consider and publish original research, techni- 
cal notes, case reports, book reviews, editorials, review of current practices or procedures, and historical articles impacting the broad field of questioned  
document examination.

Articles Submitted for Consideration
The author or joint authors are required to submit a statement that the  
material is original and has not been previously published. Certification  
of authorship assures that the individual author or joint authors submit  
true and original research, containing correct references cited, indicating  
copyrighted works properly attributed and stating that the approval for  
publication for the research involving an individual or individuals has 
been obtained.

Manuscripts for publication and the style required include: 
Research Articles. Use the format outlined for Research Article (below).  
Review Articles. If possible, use the format as outlined for Research 
Article.
Technical Note. If possible, use the format as outlined for Research Ar- 
ticle when summarizing the present state of knowledge about a technical  
development, advancement, or procedure.
Editorials. Brief, and do not need text subheadings.
Book Reviews. Include the name of the book, price, and source of infor- 
mation. Describe the relevance of the book to the readers.
Case Report. Description of an unusual case or cases.
Other specific matters pertaining to the punctuation, grammar, and 
acceptable terminology are found in dictionaries, guides to the style of  
modern English usage, and handbooks for writers.
The style manual used by scientific journals and the preferred method to  
use for information published in the Journal of the American Society of  
Questioned Document Examiners is titled Scientific Style and Format:  
The CBE Manual for Authors, Editors, and Publishers, Style Manual 
Committee, Council of Science Editors.

The following example for a “Research Article” is provided:
Title Page. Identifies the contents, the author(s), and author affiliation(s).  
Article Title. Provides information to the reader and should begin with  
a word or term representing the most important aspect of the article. 
Avoid hyphenated terms, abbreviations, semicolons, and dashes.
Author Statement (Byline). This helps ensure that the persons credited  
as authors can take public responsibility for the report by designing the  
research and carrying it out, and writing of the results, thus stating the 
authenticity and validity of their articles. The name and full address 
of the author(s) must be included.
Author Affiliation and Site of Research. Location where the research 
occurred.
Abstract. This is a single informative paragraph briefly stating the test 
and major elements of the methods, findings, and conclusions.
Text on the Title Page. The text begins after the Abstract.

The sections of a Research Article should use the following head- 
ings and purposes:
Introduction. States the question to be examined or the hypoth- 
esis.
Methods and Materials. Describes the design of the research  
and methods or instruments used and procedures used. States  
how the findings were analyzed. Text Subheadings—Indicate the 
structural elements of the article or a sublevel that further defines  
the section. (Two levels within a section are generally sufficient.)
Discussion. Analysis or alternative views.
Results. Findings supported by tables and figures as described  
in the text.
Conclusion. Summary of the findings. Other analyses or alterna- 
tive views. The outcome of the study and areas for future study,  
if pertinent.
References. Papers, articles, and documents used to describe the  elements 
of the argument or findings, as well as sources describing  the methods 
and materials used. Identify the references listed at the end of the article.

Example:
Vastrick, T. (1998). The Uniqueness of Handwriting. Journal of  
the American Society of Questioned Document Examiners,  
Vol. 1, No. 1, pp 4-7.
(Other specific formats for citing the work of an author(s) are 
described in Scientific Style and Format and the ASQDE web- 
site, http://www.asqde.org. See Journal Submission Checklist  
for more details.)

Format for Submission
Pages must be consecutively numbered. The author must submit  
the finished article in rich text format or in Word, either on media  
or via e-mail. If accepted for publication, tables must be submitted  
separately in Word or as tiff files. Figures must be in tiff format at  
a minimum resolution of 300 dpi for grayscale and a minimum 
of 900 dpi (1200 recommended) for line art at a size suitable for  
printing. Lower resolution is acceptable during the review process.  
The content of tables and figures must be described in captions 
which cannot be included in the graphic. Color graphics must 
be CMYK. Due to the high cost of publishing color graphics, the  
editor may request that the author bear the cost or submit black- 
and-white figures.
Media must be clearly labeled with the name of the file, the author,  
phone number, e-mail address, and the software and hardware  
used. Include only the final version of the article.
Forms to transfer copyright and verify of authorship will be sent  
to the author(s) when the article is accepted for publication, and  
must be returned prior to publication.

ASQDE Policy on Confidentiality (adapted from the ICMJE State- 
ment on Confidentiality)
Manuscripts are reviewed with respect to the author(s)’ confiden- 
tiality, which is respected by the Editor, provided there are not  
allegations of fraud or dishonesty. It is the policy that the articles  
submitted are privileged communications and are the private  
property of the authors. Reviewers are prohibited from sharing  
the manuscript with others and making copies for their use. The  
Editor will not retain copies of articles not accepted for publica- 
tion. The reviewers’ names are confidential. Reviewers’ comments 
may be used by the Editorial Board, with the selection of articles  
ultimately approved by the Editor.

ASQDE Policy on Conflicts of Interest (adapted from the ICMJE  
Statement on Conflict of Interest)
Any conflict of interest known by the author must be disclosed in 
writing. Likewise, reviewers are required to disclose to the Editor  
any conflicts arising from the review of an article.
The views expressed by the researchers and authors are not  
necessarily those of the Editor, the Editorial Review Board or  
the American Society of Questioned Document Examiners, Inc.
The Editor has the final and binding decision concerning articles  
published. Please submit all manuscripts to the Editor:

Tobin A. Tanaka
Canada Border Services Agency
Forensic Document Examination Section
14 Colonnade Road - Suite 280
Ottawa ON   K2E 7M6  Canada
(by courier only, please contact for postal address)
Telephone:  +1 613 946 0198
Telefacsimile:  +1 613 960 5180
tobin.tanaka@cbsa-asfc.gc.ca
ttanaka@storm.ca
(please send manuscripts to both addresses)


